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2. S The allowed claim(s) Is/are 4,6,8,10-36,40,41 ,43-49,52-53.60.62.64-90,94,95,97-103 and 106-111 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 28 January 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with C. Eric Schulman (Reg. No. 43.350) on May 26. 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancel claims 1-3, 5, 7, 9. 59. 61. and 63. 

Claim 4, line 4, insert --stored in an indexed and normalized form- after "data" 
Claim 4, line 4, delete "as least one of 

Claim 4. last line of the claim, delete "user. ", insert the following: 
-user; 

wherein each process further includes providing user performance support that 
includes providing examples to the user regarding the data being elicited upon an 
indication by the user that such providing of examples is desired; and 

wherein each analysis process further includes process checking to screen and 
filter data input by the user to ensure the completeness and correctness thereof.- 

Claim 6, line 1 , delete "claim 5", insert -claim 4- 

Claim 8, line 1 , delete "claim 5", insert -claim 4- 

Claim 10, line 1, delete "claim 9", insert -claim 4- 

Claim 1 1 , line 1 , delete "claim 9", insert -claim 4- 
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Claim 12, line 1 , delete "claim 9", insert --claim 4- 
Claim 13, line 1, delete "claim 9", insert -claim 4~ 
Claim 16, line 1, delete "claim 9", insert -claim 4- 

Claim 58, line 4, insert -stored in an indexed and normalized form and- after 
"knowledge base" 

Claim 58, line 28, delete "processes", insert -modules- 
Claim 58, last line of the claim, delete "user,.", insert the following: 
-user; 

wherein each module further includes providing user performance support that 
includes providing examples to the user regarding the data being elicited upon an 
indication by the user that such providing of examples is desired; and 

wherein each module further includes module checking to screen and filter data 
input by the user to ensure the completeness and correctness thereof. - 
Claim 60, line 1, delete "claim 59", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 62. line 1, delete "claim 59", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 64, line 1, delete "claim 63", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 64, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 65, line 1, delete "claim 63", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 65, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 66, line 1 , delete "claim 63", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 66, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 67, line 1, delete "claim 63", insert -claim 58- 
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Claim 67, line 2, delete "process", insert --module- 
Claim 70, line 1, delete "claim 63", insert -claim 58- 
Claim 70, line 2, delete "analysis process", insert -module- 
Claim 70, line 2. delete "process checking", insert -module checking- 
Claim 71, Iina2, delete "analysis process", insert -module- 
Claim 74, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 82, line 2, delete "side effect analysis process", insert -side effect analysis 

module- 
Claim 82, line 2, delete "potential problem analysis process", insert -potential 

problem analysis module- 
Claim 83, line 2, delete "side effect analysis process", insert -side effect analysis 

module- 
Claim 83, line 2, delete "potential opportunity analysis process", insert -potential 

opportunity analysis module- 
Claim 84, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 84, line 3, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 84, line 3, delete "processes", insert -modules- 
Claim 85, line 2, delete "the process data", insert -the module data- 
Claim 85, line 2, delete "situation appraisal process", insert -situation appraisal 

module- 
Claim 86, line 2, delete "the process data", insert -the module data- 
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Claim 86, line 2, delete "problem analysis process", insert -problem analysis 

module- 
Claim 87, line 2, delete "the process data", insert -the module data- 
Claim 87, line 2, delete "decision analysis process", insert -decision analysis 

module- 
Claim 88, line 2, delete "the process data", insert -the module data- 
Claim 88, line 3, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 89, line 3, delete "processes", insert -modules- 
Claim 89, line 3, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 90, line 4, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 94, line 2, delete "process", insert -module- 
Claim 97, line 3, delete "processes", insert -modules- 
Claim 106, line 2, delete "analysis process", insert -module- 
Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 4, 6, 8, 10-36, 40, 41 , 43-49, 52-58, 60, 62, 64-90, 94. 95, 97-103, and 
106-111 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

This closest prior art of record is Decision Focus® Software, as disclosed in the 
following references submitted by Applicant: 

"Decision Focus® Software User's Guide (Version 1.0)," copyright 1995; 
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"Decision Focus® Software Network Version 1.0 User's Guide," copyright 1995; 
Print-outs of On-Screen Worksheets from Decision Focus® Software; and 
Screenshots (Figs. 1-24) from Decision Focus® Software (Version 1.0) 
in view of Lee ("Justifying Database Normalization: A Cost/Benefit Model"). 

Decision Focus® Software discloses the various processes/modules recited in 
claims 4 and 58 (i.e., the situation appraisal process/module, the problem analysis 
process/module, the decision analysis process/module, the potential side effect 
process/module, and the action tracker process/module). Decision Focus® Software 
does not expressly teach that the recited data is stored in an indexed and normalized 
form; however, Lee discusses the benefits of using normalized databases, thereby 
providing motivation for implementing the Decision Focus® Software utilizing a 
normalized database. Neither Decision Focus® Software nor Lee expressly discloses 
(a) user performance support that includes providing examples to the user regarding the 
data being elicited upon an indication by the user that such providing of examples is 
desired or (b) process/module checking to screen and filter data input by the user to 
ensure the completeness and correctness thereof. While limitations (a) and (b) are 
separately old and well-known in the art, the combination of these limitations (i.e., (a) 
and (b)) with the various recited processes/modules wherein the data is stored in an 
indexed and normalized form is not taught or suggested by the prior art. This 
combination of limitations is recited in independent claims 4 and 58; therefore, claims 4, 
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6, 8. 10-36, 40, 41. 43-49, 52-58, 60, 62, 64-90, 94, 95, 97-103, and 106-111 are 
deemed to be allowable over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ouimet et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,308,162) ~ Discloses a method for controlled 
optimization of enterprise planning models. 

Lobley et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,151,565) ~ Discloses a decision support system. 
Toda (JP 08083182 A) ~ Discloses a decision support system. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6733. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (571 ) 272-6729. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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